
 
 

 
 

Those Were The Days: nostalgia from the personal to the political 
 
 
 
Brief background 
 
Literary Natives is an organisation that champions writers of colour through events, workshops and 
initiatives to access the publishing industry. 
 
Our mission is to connect writers of colour to the publishing industry, create initiatives to nurture 
their craft, and meet like-minded individuals. Over the past year, we have programmed events with 
live readings, exhibitions, and panel discussions with publishers, book clubs and community arts 
organisations. Our audience is typically made up of young people between 18-35 in London who 
are interested in writing, publishing and discussing literature. The thing that makes our work special 
is that we help to facilitate a space where writers can meet each other and form meaningful 
connections. Literary Natives was born out of a need to create a network where writers of colour 
could feel a part of something bigger than themselves. We’re all about fostering a sense of 
belonging to a global literary space. 
 
Live performances, talks, workshops and exhibitions 
 
We are planning a series of literary events in London to explore the notion of nostalgia through 
literature and photography. We will work with writers, photographers and local communities to 
imagine what nostalgia means to us in light of the digital landscape, politics, digital globalisation, 
pop-culture, and our personal experiences. It will be a chance for us to commission writers to 
create new work and produce events that empower aspiring writers and local communities. The 
scope of the theme is broad; writers and artists can look at politics, pop culture moments, personal 
memories, collective experiences and beyond. Over a weekend in the spring of 2020, we will 
feature live readings and performances, an exhibition of visual art, discussions with authors and 
artists, workshops, and digital content. Like our previous events, we want this one to be as 
collaborative as possible and work with other small collectives, zines, book clubs and community 
groups. We aim for this to be a memorable and intellectually stimulating experience that 
demonstrates how nostalgia can help us understand the past and achieve social change. 
 
We are currently applying for a project grant from the Arts Council. 
 
Our aims 
 

● To commission emerging writers and artists of colour to create new work. 
● To produce events and workshops that engage local communities. 
● To facilitate spaces where meaningful discussions can take place. 



 
 

● To work with activists and small organisations that are using art and literature as tools for 
understanding society and driving social change. 

● To develop our organisation to be more inclusive and better understand the needs of 
diverse audiences. 
 


